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TREASURER NAPPIER ANNOUNCES 2015 CHET ADVANCE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
9" and 12" Grade Connecticut Students To Receive $500,000

HARTFORD, CT — At an uplifting ceremony at the Legislative Office Building last night, State
Treasurer Denise L. Nappier recognized 100 high school freshmen and 100 high school seniors as
recipients of a CHET 2015 Advance Scholarship of up to $2,500.

The Legislative Office Building was abuzz with the excited chatter of
families and students, who spoke of their appreciation of receiving the
scholarships -- an initial $2,000 to the high school freshmen and $2,500 to
the seniors. The freshmen have the opportunity to receive an additional
$500 if the student’s family saves $500 in a CHET account by the time the
student goes to college.

Family after family came up to Treasurer Nappier or other members of the State Treasurer’s Office
to express how much the scholarships will help with college expenses. “Having some of the
financial weight of tuition lifted is extremely helpful in the college selection process. This
scholarship will help me find a college that suits my needs, instead of worrying as much about
finding an affordable college,” Catherine Massa, a freshman at The Academy of Information
Technology and Engineering in Stamford, told the audience.
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A second winner, Aneesh Venuturumilli, a senior at Farmington High School, said, “This
scholarship is not just about the money, as it tells me that | am seen as having potential for the
future of our society. | will use this money to further my interests in computer science in college
... This award will give me the motivation to push myself to the highest point and achieve my
highest potential."”

“You know, as State Treasurer, | never lose sight of the fact that an educated workforce is key to the
economic growth and vitality of our State. That’s why the CHET Advance Scholarship Program is
a smart investment in the next generation of Connecticut leaders — economists, teachers, lawyers,
doctors and many other professionals, all of whom will be drivers of economic growth,” Treasurer
Nappier, Trustee of the Connecticut Higher Education Trust (CHET), said.

Since 2013, the State Treasurer’s Office has awarded $1.5 million in scholarships to 600
Connecticut students through the CHET Advance Scholarship program.

Winners were randomly selected from a pool of 3,263 applicants who hail from 158 public schools,
19 parochial schools, and 23 independent schools in Connecticut. All five congressional districts
are represented among the winners.! This brings the total number of applicants since the program’s
inception in 2013 to 10,682. The 2015 winners come from 76 towns in all eight counties. Of the
winners, 126 are young women; 74 are young men.

For both the freshman and senior winners, the 2015 CHET Advance Scholarship provided 50
awards in each of two categories of schools:

Category 1: All students who attend a public, private, or parochial Connecticut school other
than a school identified by the Connecticut Department of Education as a Review or
Turnaround school as of December 2014; or attend a public, private or parochial school
outside of Connecticut and either the student or one of the student’s parents resides in
Connecticut; or are home-schooled in Connecticut.

Category 2: All students who attend a Review or Turnaround school. By state law, Review
and Turnaround schools are schools subject to intensified supervision and direction by the
state Department of Education. These schools receive focused resources to improve the
performance of students.

Winning recipients in each category were selected by a random drawing. Also, to ensure there are
winners from across the state, no more than 20 winners from each of Connecticut’s five
Congressional Districts were selected (10 from each category).

CHET Advance Scholarship is administered under the banner of the Connecticut Higher Education
Trust, Connecticut’s 529 college savings plan. As Trustee of CHET, Treasurer Nappier negotiated
for the establishment of the scholarship program. TIAA-CREF Tuition Financing, Inc. and The
Hartford, plan managers for CHET Direct-Sold and CHET Advisor-Sold, respectively, contribute
annually into a Scholarship account to finance the Scholarship program, under their contracts with

L Click here: Attachment A for a full list of the names of the 2015 CHET Advance Scholarship recipients.

CONTACT: DAVID BARRETT, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS, (860) 702-3 164
DAVID.S.BARRETT@CT.GOV |



mailto:David.S.Barrett@Ct.Gov
http://ott.ct.gov/pressreleases/press2015/PR121115AttachmentA2015recipientsCHETAdvanceScholarship.pdf

the Treasurer’s Office to manage CHET 529. No state funds will be used for awards issued under
CHET Advance Scholarship.

To ensure the impartiality of the random drawings, International Scholarship and Tuition Services,
which has more than 25 years of scholarship administration experience, set up and ran the selection
process with oversight from TIAA-CREF.

“The process of researching, applying for and deciding what college to go to is incredibly stressful
for students and families. If we are able to help reduce that stress level by a small amount or help
fill the cost gap with CHET Advance Scholarship, then that’s a win in my book,” Treasurer Nappier
said.

About CHET

The Connecticut Higher Education Trust (CHET) was established in 1997. Today the number of
CHET 529 college savings accounts stands at more than 100,000 and total assets are more than $2.6
billion. More than $1.2 billion in qualified withdrawals have been taken to cover college costs for
35,000 students. For more information about CHET, visit www.aboutchet.com or call the customer
service center at (866) 314-3939. Find CHET on Facebook (facebook.com/CHETcollegesavings) or
Twitter (@QCHET529).

HHEH
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12t Grade Student Winner

Goodness Adekoya, New London
Ashley Amaro, New Britain

Dean Andrade, Naugatuck

Jenna Anfuso, Colchester

Jared Annis, North Grosvenordale
Jose Aquino, Waterbury

Griffin Arnold, Meriden

Brandon Austin, Waterbury
Zaidat Badiru, Windsor

Dennis Ballester, Ansonia
Abigail Benyon, Fairfield
Alexandra Bieniek, Plantsville
Alexis Black, Meriden

Jordan Brown, Bridgeport
Tamya Brown, Meriden
Angelina Bruno, Hamden

Kyle Burroughs, Canterbury
Anthony Caramanica, Deep River
Alex Cartagena, West Haven
David Cartagena, Hartford
Yoseiris Castro, Waterbury

Fizza Chaudhry, Southington
Rebecca Ciccaglione, Bloomfield
Harrison Clark, Beacon Falls
Isaiah Colebrook, Bloomfield
Renzo Corihuaman, West Hartford
Alondra Cosme Rivera, Willimantic
James Craig, Newtown

Kenneth Del Valle, Hartford
Danyella DeSouza, Bridgeport
Nicholas DiPietro, West Hartford
Mackenzie Dobbins, Oxford
Emily Dombroski, Waterbury
Dominique Douglas, East Hartford
Courtney Downer, Colchester
Duncan Driscoll, Danielson
Devin Dyer, Fairfield

Jennifer Figueroa, Willimantic
Bethzua Garcia, Bridgeport
Brianna Garcia, Bridgeport

Alice Garlock, Milford

Sehar Ghaffar, West Haven
Patience Hamilton, Taftville
Jaida Hampton, Bloomfield
Taylor Healey, Ansonia

Sydney Hirsch, Monroe

Austin Hoag, Madison

Lyndsy Ignacio, Wolcott
Wadlet Jean-Baptiste, New London
Shiann Jenkins, West Haven
Tiana Johnson, Bridgeport
Paris Jordan, Bridgeport

Julia Joy, New Haven

Jeremie Kapitaine, Bridgeport
Maggie Keary, Fairfield
Hannah Lauer, Naugatuck
Camila Lecaros, East Hartford
Linda Lopez, New Haven
Shatsada Lovan, Plainville
Cody Loweth, Ridgefield
Jewel Maldonado, Hartford
Christina Maroun, New Britain
Elisabeth McMahon, Fairfield
Jamonia Mercurius, Bridgeport
Sandy Molina, Enfield
Zachary Morgan, Redding
Joseph Morris, Milford
Matthew Murchison, Guilford
Cristopher Nazario, New London
Alyssa Nieves, Bridgeport
Sara Onley, Windsor Locks
Natalie Pacheco, Manchester
Monica Palacios, Middletown
Erica Quinn, New Fairfield
Megan Rathke, Bristol

Kiana Richardson, New Haven
Jordan Richardson, Waterbury
Franchesca Rios, Hartford
Kira Robertson, Hartford
Nicole Robitaille, Manchester
Chris Rocha, Vernon

Mia Salvemini, Niantic
Rebecca Satz, Stamford
Allison Schoolnick, Stafford Springs
Destiny Scott, Waterbury
William Shields, Wallingford
Sabrina Smith, South Windsor
Brianna Smith, New Haven
Kathleen Stango, Middlebury
Lilly Tartsinis, Windham
Sarah Tessler, Weston

Alissa Tonucci, West Haven
Tiffany Tootell, Norwich
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Jailene Torres, Bridgeport
Gabriela Vazquez, Meriden

Max Veiga, Groton

Callan Veltheim, New London
Aneesh Venuturumilli, Farmington
Shakira Walker, Bridgeport
Charlene Whitaker, Bridgeport
Emily Wrogg, Seymour

Ethan Yade, Meriden

Yermy Zapata, Danbury
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